
Camp Culbreath 
 

Generation 1 
 
CAMP CULBREATH was born on 03 Feb 1791 in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. Camp or 
Kemp Culbreth served in the 6th Regiment of the Virginia Militia in the War of 1812. He 
married MARY "POLLY" MCNEILL, daughter of "Sailor" Hector McNeill and Mary (Last 
Name Unknown, although one theory that has been given to me by amateur genealogists is 
that she could have been a Culbreth) on 06 Aug 1816 in Robeson County, North Carolina. 
She was born on 15 Mar 1788 in Robeson County, North Carolina. In November of 1833, 
“Kemp” appears in the Robeson County Court Minutes, in the first of several appearances 
against Major and Rhoda Locklear resulting in a levy on lands in 1835. In 1837, Camp paid 
$300 for 5 tracts of land in Southwest Bear Swamp in Robeson County, from Mary McNeill’s 
brother, Malcolm Culbreth McNeill (b. 1781 –d. 1839). In 1838, he purchased an additional 
1015 acres from William Townsend in Bear Swamp. Another piece of land containing 580 
acres was purchased from Archibald McKay in 1850.  
 
Note: 
The 1850 US Census indicates that Camp Culbreath could neither read nor write.  
 
Camp Culbreath does not appear exactly as such in the records of Mecklenburg County, 
Virginia. However, there is a George Camp Culbreath who does match Camp’s age and 
military service. It can be theorized that Camp dropped the “George” after leaving Virginia. 
 
Mary McNeill died on 26 Jan 1877 in Robeson County, North Carolina. Camp died on 11 
Jun 1856 in Lumberton, Robeson, NC.   

 
Camp Culbreath and Mary "Polly" McNeill had the following children:   

i. THOMAS CULBRETH was born on 05 May 1817 in Lowe, Robeson 
County, North Carolina. He died on 19 Sep 1892 in Robeson County, 
North Carolina. He married Anne Elizabeth Peabody, daughter of 
Nathaniel Prentice Peabody and Lydia Dusenbury Salmon, on 09 May 
1855 in Robeson County, North Carolina. She was born on 25 Aug 1828 in 
Bennettsville, South Carolina. She died on 19 Apr 1893 in Robeson 
County, North Carolina.   

ii. JAMES CULBRETH was born on 15 Feb 1822 in Lowe, Robeson 
County, NC. He died on 10 Feb 1900 in Gaddys Mill, Marion County, 
SC. He married Penelope Jane Thompson, daughter of Jacob Alford 
Thompson and Sarah Williams, on 21 Mar 1849 in Robeson, NC. She 
was born on 15 Nov 1829 in Robeson County, North Carolina. She died 
on 30 Jan 1909 in Gaddys Mill, Marion County, South Carolina.   

iii. MARY CULBRETH was born on 25 Oct 1825 in Lowe, Robeson County, 
NC. She died on 22 Jun 1900 in Robeson County, North Carolina.   

iv. MALCOLM CULBRETH was born on 20 Aug 1826 in Robeson County. 
He died on 22 Feb 1864 in Smithville, Brunswick, North Carolina.   

v. LUCY CULBRETH was born on 30 Jul 1828 in Lowe, Robeson, NC. She 
died on 13 Mar 1854 in Robeson, NC.  



 
 

Camp Culbreath and the Culbreaths of Southside Virginia 
 

  
The history of Camp Culbreath, and the Culbreath history in Mecklenburg County, Virginia, 
is murky at best.  
 
Popular tradition holds that our family’s arrival in the New World can be traced to three 
Culbreth brothers arrived in Philadelphia from Scotland and traveled south along the coast 
settling in Mecklenburg County (then Lunenburg County), Virginia. Culbreths and their 
variants (Colbreath, Coolbreath, Calbreath, Colebreath, etc.) are found throughout the 
records of Lunenberg and Mecklenburg Counties in Virginia, and adjacent Granville 
County, North Carolina. In addition to the tax and census records, the family appears in 
court records as well. 
 
The Culbreaths arrived in Southside Virginia around 1748. In 1753, deeds from the area 
show a large division of 3070 acres owned by men William Morris, Drury Stith, and Michael 
Cadet Young. The land was divided on one day to Edward, Peter, William, and John 
Culbreath along with Archibald Clark, John Mayes, John Tabor, Owen Franklin, Johnathan 
Richardson, Patrick Frail, and Daniel and Malcolm McNeill. Much of this land was 
submerged in 1952 in the flooding of the Roanoke River forming Kerr Lake.  
 
Professional genealogists hired by members of the family have confirmed that Camp 
Culbreath’s father was: 
 
THOMAS CULBREATH, who was born in 1761 in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. He died 
in 1822 in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. He married LUCY CAMP. She was born in 1748 
in Virginia. She died after 1796. LUCY CAMP first married WILLIAM CAVINESS, son of 
Henry Caviness and Jane Allen, in 1770 in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. He was born in 
1741 in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. He died in Jun 1775 in Mecklenburg County, 
Virginia. Two children from the Camp-Caviness marriage were JOHN CAMP CAVINESS 
and WILLIAM CAVINESS. These two sons were taken under the guardianship of THOMAS 
CULBREATH in 1775. Interestingly enough, the WILLIAM CAVINESS married ELIZABETH 
CULBREATH on 08 Feb 1796. She was about 16 years old. Her relation is unknown. Most 
likely they were cousins by marriage.  
 
There is also recorded in Marriage of Mecklenburg County from 1765 to 1810, that 
THOMAS CULBREATH married POLLEY CULBREATH, on 8 May 1809.  
 
Furthermore, THOMAS CULBREATH’s father was: 
 
WILLIAM CULBREATH.  He married MARGARET CAMP in Virginia. She was born in 1730 
in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. He died on 28 May 1787 in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. 
She died after 1787 in Mecklenburg County, Virginia.  
 
WILLIAM CULBREATH was by far the wealthiest of the Culbreaths in the Southside. In 
1787, tax records indicate he owned 15 slaves and almost 65 head of cattle.  



 
It is supposed that WILLIAM CULBREATH’s parents (or grandparent(s)) were Edward 
Culbreath(s), and a woman named Affa.  
 
The Culbreaths are gone no longer in Virginia by 1820-1830. The descendents of these 
Culbreaths from the Southside of Virginia moved to Columbia County, Georgia; Rutherford 
County, North Carolina, Tippah County, Mississippi, Smith and Tipton Counties, 
Tennessee, and finally Robeson County, North Carolina.  



 
 
 

 
Figure 1: Map of Culbreth land in Mecklenburg Virginia in late 18th Century 

 
Figure 2: Map of Mecklenburg County, Virginia 2015 



 
 

 Who was Mary McNeill and “Sailor Hector”? 
 

Mary “Polly” McNeill was the daughter of “Sailor Hector” McNeill. McNeill family tradition 
holds that "Sailor Hector" and his brother "Shoemaker John" were young boys when their 
father, Neill McNeill, immigrated to North Carolina in 1740.  
 
It is most likely, though not certain, that Neill McNeill and his two sons arrived in North 
Carolina with the Argyll Colony. The Argyll Colony was the first colony of Highland Scots to 
settle in the Upper Cape Fear. Settled in 1739, the colony was named for the region in 
western Scotland from which its members came. The Highland colonists moved up the 
Cape Fear River eventually settling in Campbeltown and Cross Creek (what would 
eventually become Fayetteville, North Carolina). As more and more Scots came into the 
region, they moved into surrounding areas of what would become Hoke, Moore, Robeson, 
Richmond, and Scotland Counties. By the 1770s Highland Scots comprised one-third of 
the population of that region, appropriately earning the region the moniker "Valley of the 
Scots.i

 
" 

It has been said also that Sailor Hector got his nickname during the American Revolution 
but documents indicate he was using "Sailor" with his name in the 1771 Bladen County tax 
list, living with his father Neill McNeill. It is likely then that this is a name he earned in the 
French Indian War, or due to his sailing prowess in general. "Sailor Hector" settled just 
south of Sizemore Branch (the stream that bisects the property where Red Springs High 
School is located) in Red Springs on the hill stood near the McNeill cemetery in townii

 
.  

Mary McNeill Culbreth was for a time the matriarch of the Culbreth clan. After the passing 
of Camp, she lived in the care of (iii) MARY CULBRETH and (iv) MALCOLM CULBRETHiii

 
.  

In the home next door was (i) THOMAS CULBRETH. Brother (ii) JAMES CULBRETH, was 
living in Marion County, South Carolina. 

 



Documents for Camp Culbreath  
 

A. Muster Cards for Camp Culbreath 
 
B. Will of Camp Culbreath 
 
C. Probated Will of Camp Culbreath 
 
D. Obituary for Camp Culbreath 
 
E. Grant from King George III to Sailor Hector McNeill 
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Mary, Malcolm, James and Lucy Culbreth 
 

MARY CULBRETH was born on 25 Oct 1825 in Robeson County, NC. She died on 22 Jun 1900 in Robeson 
County, North Carolina. She was the daughter of Camp Culbreath and Mary McNeill. She never married, 
lived beside her brother Thomas, whom she outlived. She had numerous servants reflected in the 
census. She and her brother Malcolm lived with their mother, Mary Culbreath, from the 1850’s onward. 
An amusing story about Mary can be found in the book “Descendents of Sailor Hector McNeill” by James 
M. Roberts, cited by Annie Culbreth Gaitley as told to her by her father William Kemp Culbreth. She cites 
that William Kemp lived with his aunt Mary Culbreth (confirmed in 1870 census) and “one time she had 
a tumor and her stomach was swollen. A family named Gregory lived next door and they started the 
rumor that Mary was pregnant. She would never have anything to do with any of the Gregory family 
after that. She always said that she was glad she lived and proved it was not true.”  

 

Figure 1 (seated) Dr. James Culbreth, Margaret Pearsall Culbreth, and Mary Culbreth. Standing: John Thomas Culbreth, 
William Kemp Culbreth, Annie Culbreth Gaitley, and Adrian Culbreth Stubbs circa 1890 

MALCOLM CULBRETH was born on 20 Aug 1826 in Robeson County. In 1861 he enlisted in the 40th North 
Carolina Regiment (3rd Artillery) Company E, which mustered troops from Robeson and Richmond 
Counties. The name of their unit was the “Scotch Greys,” under the command of Capt. Malcolm 
McBryde. This unit was stationed at Fort Fisher outside of Wilmington, North Carolina. He died on 22 
Feb 1864 in Smithville, Brunswick, North Carolina. The obituary in the Fayetteville Observer read:  
Died, Feb. 22, 1864, of typhoid pneumonia, in hospital at Smithville, N.C., Malcolm Culbreth, in the 43rd year of his age. The 
deceased was born in Robeson Co., where he lived an exemplary life and an ornament to society until he felt it his duty to obey 
the call of his bleeding country, when he bid adieu to and left the embrace of weeping friends, determined never to sheathe his 
sword until freedom should be established. As his end drew near, his confidence in God remained unshaken, and he calmly sank 
to rest, pillowing his head upon the bosom of his blessed Savior. He leaves a mother, sister, and brother, and also a large circle 
of friends, to mourn his irreparable loss. 

 



JAMES CULBRETH was born on 15 Feb 1822 in Robeson County, NC. He graduated from South Carolina 
University Medical School in 1851. From there he moved to Marion County (now Dillon County) South 
Carolina where he practiced medicine. He was the only physician in the county during the Civil War. He 
married Penelope Jane Thompson, daughter of Jacob Alford Thompson and Sarah Williams, on 21 Mar 
1849 in Robeson, NC. She was born on 15 Nov 1829 in Robeson County, North Carolina. She died on 30 
Jan 1909 in Gaddys Mill, Marion County, South Carolina. James died on 10 Feb 1900 in Gaddys Mill, 
Marion County, SC. James Culbreth and Penelope Thompson had 11 children; they were: 
 

i. SUSAN CELESTE CULBRETH was born on 11 Mar 1850 in Marion County, South Carolina. 
She died on 25 Feb 1936 in Marion, South Carolina.   

ii. AGGENORA BINCHAM CULBRETH was born on 02 Jan 1852 in Marion County, South Carolina. She 
died on 16 Aug 1863.   

iii. MARSHALL MONTGOMERY CULBRETH was born on 02 Nov 1854 in Dillon, South Carolina, United 
States. He died on 07 Mar 1921 in Orrum, Robeson County, North Carolina. He married (1) 
MARY PHILLIPS on 12 Nov 1908. She was born in 1860 in Rowland, North Carolina. She died on 
20 Jan 1938 in Gaddy, Robeson County, North Carolina. He married (2) MARGARET ELIZABETH 
WATSON on 26 Nov 1891. She was born on 11 Apr 1868 in South Carolina. She died on 28 Mar 
1908 in South Carolina.   

iv. FRANKLIN DRAPER CULBRETH was born on 16 Jan 1857 in Marion Co., South Carolina. He died 
on 02 Feb 1946 in Asheboro, Randolph, North Carolina. He married Lena Jane White, 
daughter of Roderick McSwain White (Musselwhite) and Bertha Jane Powers, on 14 Feb 1912 
in Robeson County, North Carolina. She was born on 28 Oct 1883 in Robeson County, North 
Carolina. She died on 11 Aug 1942 in Robeson County, North Carolina.   

v. WALTER WELLINGTON CULBRETH was born on 01 May 1859 in Gaddys Mill, Marion, South 
Carolina, USA. He died on 07 Jun 1933 in Marion, South Carolina. He married Mary Madlean 
Barfield in 1900 in Marion County, South Carolina. She was born on 10 Oct 1877 in South 
Carolina. She died on 08 Apr 1920 in Dillon County, South Carolina.   

vi. SINGGLETON B. CULBRETH was born on 08 May 1862 in Marion County, South Carolina. He 
died on 01 Jun 1939 in St Paul’s, North Carolina. He married (2) VIOLA TURBEVILLE in 1900. 
She was born on 06 Sep 1870 in South Carolina. She died on 29 May 1951 in the 
Confederate Home for Women, Fayetteville, North Carolina.   

vii. JULIUS JASPER CULBRETH was born on 17 Apr 1865 in South Carolina. He died on 1 Jul 1891.   
viii. LUCY MYRTLE CULBRETH was born on 20 Aug 1867 in South Carolina. She died on 27 Jun 1904. 

She married C. W. BENNETT.   
ix. CASWELL KEMPER CULBRETH was born on 15 Jun 1870 in Gaddy’s Pond, Marion County, South 

Carolina. He died on 04 Dec 1949 in Stewartsville, Scotland County, North Carolina. He 
married HELEN REBECCA SESSIONS. She was born on 13 Aug 1878 in Marion County, South 
Carolina. She died on 10 Dec 1927 in Dillon County, South Carolina.   

x. JAMES FORREST CULBRETH was born on 01 Oct 1872 in South Carolina. He died on 3 May 1916 
in Dillon, South Carolina.  

xi. PENELOPE CULBRETH was born in 1877 in South Carolina. She died on 09 Jun 1891. 
 
LUCY CULBRETH was born on 30 Jul 1828 in Robeson County, NC. She died on 13 Mar 1854 in 
Robeson County, NC. It is unclear what brought about her early death; she died at age 25.  
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